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nutrients occur at a aater rate.

the year. Moisture facilitates de-
compoattion and the release of

a of nutrients, much of it is
not kept in the soil but taken up by
the plants in turn animals
bivores‘:%d camfwoms ;oEc Eac
therefom. are in a con-
the nutrients
they have and take up as muc.h as
possible from the limited pool avail-
able. To counteract this, plants have
devised mechanisms that allow
them to conserve nutrients they up-
take mainly in their leaves and
roots.
Hence you would find that in re-
gions that are poor in nutrients,
plants tend to conserve their leaves,
unlike nutrient rich soils which are
favoured by deciduous tree species

physical features developed
giy plants to conserve nutrients in-
ude developing thick leaves.

Other plant species develop
leaves with drip tips which min-
imise the amount of time water
stays on the in turn de-
termines the amount of nutrients
that are dissolved and removed
when the water mns the leaf.
Some plants may goducetoxic
chelmcala llke phenols to prevent
herbivory (insects and animals feed

ot the only way nutri-

ents can be lost via leaves.
ms regarded as epiphylls

alga 1, the nutrients are
not lost, as the algae will fall to the
fomstﬂoer when it dies and will de-
thus releasing the nuitri-
 to the soil.

As Imﬂm&d previously, plants
also conserve nutrients using their
roots. This is done by having more
roots usually concentrated close to
the surface and the source of nu-|
mm Same plant species also use:

rs like mycorrhiz-

zae (mots om fungi and algae)
increases the surface area of

the roots thus out competing the
bacteria, which produce and take
up nitrogen respectively. Some
tﬁdea also produce poison to get
of bacteria that take up nitro-

Fbr decades tropical forests have
been a source of endless
biodiversity as they just appear to
produce a stream of new species.
However, many may be under the
misconception that this is due to
ideal conditions in these habitats.
But this is far from the truth, as we
hmseen in the case of nutrients, It
msdshw that how uniquely
these tropical species

develop complex and specialised
m of coping with a scarce
commodity-"Nutrients,

ents




